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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Swan River First Nation Holds A Cultural Camp To Raise Awareness
Edmonton, Alberta – August 25, 2015 – Another First Nation within Treaty No. 8 is holding a
cultural camp to raise awareness on a “broken First Nation consultation policy”.
Swan River First Nation, along with Driftpile Cree Nation, is the second community in recent
months to set up a cultural camp to highlight the unabated development activity happening on
their traditional territory.
Swan River First Nation has in place a pilot land use plan focused on preserving a portion of
their traditional territory for use into the future. Unfortunately, this land use plan, which had
been ignored by the previous government and has not stopped a lumber company which began
harvesting in November of 2014.
“Here we have a case of a First Nation, who wishes to preserve part of their territory for future
generations. At their own time and expense they created a land use plan, which the government
and industry ignored,” states Chief Steve Courtoreille, Grand Chief of Treaty 8 First Nations of
Alberta, before continuing, “I can understand their frustration.”
“We have said it before, but the consultation policy set up by the old government is still running
in the background.” states the Grand Chief, “The new government has made a lot of great
commitments, but we are still waiting to meet with them. Here we have a First Nation who is
saying, okay, it’s time to live up to these promises.”
In their press release, Swan River has called on the government to implement UNDRIP and
make free, informed and prior consent part of the consultation process.
“I and many other Chiefs understand that changing the consultation process may take some time,
but the first step is for the Premier to meet with the Chiefs. These peaceful actions are a result of
that first step still not having taken place,” states the Grand Chief.
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